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Transportation and Education 
Frisco made Sapulpa a division point, and the yards contained a roundhouse and 13 stalls for repairs of 

locomotives. (A diorama of the railroad yards can be seen at Sapulpa Historical Museum.) 
In the spring of 1907, a beautiful Frisco Railroad 

Depot and Harvey House restaurant building was 
constructed between the two Frisco tracks near the 
700 block of East Hobson.  Fred Harvey opened 
restaurants in many railroad towns, and Sapulpa had 
one of the finest dining houses west of St. Louis.  
People came from all over to eat here.  It closed in 
1930, and the structure was razed in 1963. 

B. F. Yoakam, president of the Frisco, asked for 
land and water rights for enlargement of the railroad 
yards and facilities.  J. C. Menifee and John F. Egan 
talked with the Sapulpa family and Timmie Fife and got 

permission from the Indians for the railroad to have a right-of-way four hundred feet wide extending from 
Hickory Street, three blocks west of Main, to the railroad ‘Y’, seven blocks east of Main Street.   

This posed a problem for the Ladies Social and Literary 
Club, who had fenced in and cared for the town’s first 
cemetery right where the tracks were to be laid.  They 
prevailed upon Mayor McAllister to have the bodies moved to 
a spot way east of town.  That far-out place is now the 
Sapulpa Cemetery on North Mission Street. 

A four-inch water main was laid down Water Street to a 
big pool in Rock Creek, and permission was given to build a 
dam to enlarge the supply of water needed by the railroad. 

In 1902, it was reported in the Sapulpa News that 
Tulsans were trying to get the Frisco to move its shops to 
Tulsa.  However, at that time Tulsa did not have an adequate 
water supply.  Within four years, from 1902 to January of 
1906, Tulsa did get to have four railroads coming through that city—the M.K.&T., the Santa Fe, the Frisco and 
the Midland Valley.   After a long battle in the courts, beginning in 1917, the Frisco finally moved its shops to 
Tulsa on February 10, 1927. 

 
Plans to establish the Euchee Indian Boarding 

School began as early as 1891, but the school was 
not built until 1894, when an appropriation was 
made from Creek tribal funds at the request of S. 
W. Brown, Chief of the Euchees.  The location was 
one mile east of downtown Sapulpa, where our 
present-day high school, junior high schools are 
located. 

The land was public domain, but in 1899 the 
land was surveyed and 40 acres reserved for the 
school.  After statehood, two acres were given to 
the City of Sapulpa for a public school (Woodlawn). 
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In the beginning, Presbyterian Mission at Park Hill was in charge of the school, which had an 80-pupil 
capacity.  The Council agreed that it be co-educational, with 50 Creeks and 50 Euchees.  When first organized 
the school had three buildings—two dormitories and a three-room school. 

The first superintendent of the school was Noah Gregory, a full-blooded Euchee.  From 1895 to 1899, J. H. 
Land, a minister, was superintendent. William A. Sapulpa, son of Chief Sapulpa, succeeded Land as 
superintendent in 1900. 

In 1897 the Creek Nation took over and provided an annual budget for the maintenance of the school. 
In 1907, Charles Garber, a brother to Annie, Jennie and Olive Garber, became its superintendent.  The 

Misses Jennie and Olive Garber taught many Sapulpa children later at Woodlawn School. 
In 1925 the Euchee Mission no longer accepted girls, and it became an all-boys school with a capacity of 

110 students.  More buildings were added.  In 1928, when Creek tribal funds were exhausted, the school 
opened with Federal support and began receiving Cherokee and Seminole boys in addition to the Creek and 
Euchee students. 

Euchee Mission was abolished in 1947 by governmental order.  The Creek Tribe sold the land and 
buildings to the Sapulpa Public Schools for $50,000.00, and all the former Euchee Mission buildings were 
eventually razed. 

[During the efforts of Dr. Eugene Leitka, one of the last Euchee Mission students, reunions for former students are 
held every few years.  At their reunion in 1998, the former students were pleased to dedicate an Oklahoma Historical 
Society historical marker located on the grounds where the Mission had been located. The Sapulpa Historical Society 
through the efforts of then State Senator Ted V. Fisher obtained this marker. 

To honor this former school, the Pride in Sapulpa Committee had bi-lingual street signs placed along the corridor 
where the school had been.  The signs read: Mission Street “Yugeeha Yustin”.  In the Euchee language there was no 
word for “mission”, and this translation means “Euchee Way.”] 

In the early days of Sapulpa’s history, horses and buggies were the main means of transportation.  Livery 
stables sprang up to provide food and shelter for the animals—those owned by persons residing in town and 
those belonging to rural residents who rode into town to do their business and shopping. 

Horse drinking troughs were standard fare on Main Street.  Dr. J. W. Hoover had offices in the Soliss 
Building (1 South Main) and there was a watering trough at the foot of the stairway that opened on Main Street.  
Dr. Hoover would leave his horse tied at the watering trough, but that ‘critter’ was not a hospitable soul and 
would constantly bite other horses that tried to drink. 

Mabel Bassett, who later became Oklahoma’s Commissioner of Charities and Corrections, was then the 
city humane officer.  She was constantly complaining to Dr. Hoover about the behavior of his horse.  Part of 
her job was to see that the farmers watered their horses after driving them into town and again before leaving 
for their homes. 

The Sapulpa and Interurban Railway Co. was 
incorporated in July 1907.  Service began in March 1908 
from the Frisco depot on East Hobson and extended to the 
St. James Hotel at the corner of Main Street and Lee 
Avenue.  In April 1909, service was extended to the Forest 
Park area, via Dewey Avenue, Mission Street, and Lincoln 
Avenue to Boyd Street. 

In 1910 service was extended to the Fife Addition via Lee 
Avenue to Independence Street, Bryan Avenue, Oklahoma 
Street, Hastain Avenue and on to Heywood and Kiefer. 

In 1916 Sapulpa Electric Interurban Railway Company 
bought Sapulpa and Interurban Railway Co.  In 1921 the company was sold to Oklahoma Union Railway 
Company, which later became Tulsa-Sapulpa Union Railway.  As transportation methods changed due to 
greater availability of automobiles, the streetcar was no longer needed.  In 1924 the city service was replaced 
with buses. 

(to be continued in OUR HERITAGE next month) 
CORRECTION: From January 2013 OUR HERITAGE - HISTORY 

By the Treaty of 1826, 1200 Creeks of Southeastern United States immigrated to the western lands assigned to their 
nation. – (took out “were required to”) 
[The Muscogee (Creek) and USA Treaty repealed the fraudulent 1825 treaty which did require removal.  The 1825 treaty 
is the only treaty between the USA and any tribal government which was repealed by the USA. 
 The "removal" Treaty does not, in fact, require removal.  It allows it.  The land frauds under the 1832 Treaty caused the 
conflicts between Muscogee and US citizens that led to forced removal, in violation of the terms of that treaty, during the 
"Creek War of 1836" through 1838.] 



 
 

 

EDUCATION 
History of Sapulpa Public Schools 

 
 
One of the earliest schools in Sapulpa was a 

subscription school called Dewey College. Started 
by Henry Land, an Indian, the original school was 
located in the 200 block of North Linden Street. He 
built a two-and-a-half story building not far from the 
railroad tracks. Admiral Dewey was still the hero of 
the day, so Land called the school “Dewey College.” 
Soon thereafter Dewey College was moved to the 
200 block of East Dewey, where our present-day 
Creek County Court House stands. 
 
 

In 1904, a new Washington school was completed at the corner of Lee and Maple Streets. 
Until 1908, Washington was the ward school handling all grades. 

 

    
 

 

Washington Woodlawn 

Dewey 

College 



 

 

That year Woodlawn was built, Jefferson and Garfield were finished in 1909, and Liberty and 
Forest Park, grades one through four, were built in 1921. 
 

  
 
 

In 1921 fire broke out in the roof of Washington School and did so much damage that the top 
floor had to be torn off. Later additions were added as needed, and parts of the building rebuilt. 

 
  A new high school was built in 
the 900 block of East Dewey in 1918. 

 

The high school building was 
deemed to be unsafe, and was torn 
down in 1969 after the present-day 
high school building was built on the 
former Euchee Mission site. 

 

In the summer of 1936 the 
Washington School building was 
declared unsafe. It was razed in 1937 
and rebuilt as a WPA project, 
housing Washington elementary and 
Junior High classes. 

 

 
 

Still in use today, as the Sapulpa Schools Administration Building. 
 

Jefferson Garfield 

Sapulpa High School 
Original Sapulpa High School 

Washington 



In 1960 a devastating tornado destroyed most of Booker T. Washington School. (More than 
100 homes were obliterated in the northern and western sections of Sapulpa, where the most severe 
destruction occurred. The area incurred F5 damage.) The students from Booker T. were the first to 
enter into the “new” Sapulpa High School, which opened to the public in 1961. 

 
 
Sapulpa Schools 

Elementary schools operating today 
are Jefferson Heights, Liberty, Freedom, 
and Holmes Park. 
We also have Sapulpa Middle School. 

Other Schools operating in the area 
are Lonestar, Allen-Bowden & Prettywater. 

 
 

 

 

SAPULPA HISTORICAL MUSEUM AT 100 E. LEE 
 

SECOND FLOOR EXHIBITS 
 

Artifacts of Malvina Stevens, a noted Washington D. C. journalist, who was from Sapulpa are displayed as you 
enter the 2nd floor. 

Hall of High School Graduates’ Pictures 
Along the hallway can be seen large pictures of the graduating seniors of Sapulpa High School from its 

earliest days until around 1960. 

Communal Bathroom L1 
Shown here is the communal bathroom used first by the Lee Hotel (1910-1920), then by ladies who 

lived in the YWCA.  Try to imagine the scene when many young ladies were getting ready for work in the 
morning in a shared bathroom. 

Bartlett Family Room L4 
The Bartlett Room shows the contributions made to our city by the Bartlett family and their 

descendants.  Bartlett-Collins Company manufactured glass tableware from 1913 until its recent closure.  
Bartlett Memorial Hospital replaced our Sapulpa City Hospital in 1957 and operated until St. John-Sapulpa 
purchased it. 
 

Progression of Invention (R) from office equipment to computers, telegraph to cell phones, we’ve come a 
long way during the last 100+ years. 
 

Tool of the Trades Room (L)   From underground to above the earth’s surface and beyond everything that 
has ever been built by humans comes from natural resources.  Tools were developed to help skilled 
handcrafters and industrial manufacturers in daily operations. 

Black Gold Room – Oil  (R5) 
The Black Gold room commemorates the discovery of the Glenn Pool oil field.  Shown are model rotary 

and cable tool rigs, along with our own oil producer.  A turn of the switch and oil starts pumping out of the well. 

Military Room (L6) 
Our military room memorializes those men who were the first killed in each of the World Wars.  During 

World War II Albert Ward, a local man, served aboard the U.S.S. Arizona and was on board when Pearl Harbor 
was attacked.  He lies entombed there with his shipmates.  Artifacts in this room date back to the Civil War and 
later the Spanish American War, along with other wars and conflicts. 

Booker T. Washington 



Early-Day Creek County Courtroom (R9) 
Prior to statehood, Sapulpa served as a territorial court town, and a courthouse was built on West 

Dewey Avenue.  A photograph of this building is displayed, along with an interior view showing court in 
session.  The top floor of the territorial courthouse served as the Lucile Opera House, where many vaudeville 
shows were performed in the early days of our city.  The desk and one of the chairs date back to Indian 
Territory days.   

Stairwell Exhibits (L10A–11A) 
Shown in this area are items from the offices of two former State of Oklahoma lawmakers from 

Sapulpa—Senator Ted V. Fisher and Representative Mike Tyler.  Both these gentlemen served our city well 
until term limits required them to leave office. 

In the right-hand corner of the area, a small diorama of Indian Territory (Sapulpa) is on exhibit. 
In the late 1920s, a group of local Rotarians organized to become “Jimmie Wilson’s Catfish String 

Band.”  They first broadcast from Bristow on a radio station that later became KVOO “Voice Of Oklahoma” in 
Tulsa.  Later, they moved their broadcast studio to Jimmie’s home in Sapulpa.  Many of the band’s instruments 
are on display along with photos and artifacts of other noted musicians. 

Sapulpa Industries Room (R 10–11) 
In this room are displays commemorating a few of the companies that provided the major industrial 

base for Sapulpa—Liberty Glass Company, Bartlett-Collins Company and Frankoma Pottery.  Liberty Glass 
began by manufacturing milk bottles; Bartlett-Collins made tableware; and Frankoma Pottery made the world-
known pottery designed by John and Grace Lee Frank. 

In the center of the room is a large Diorama, which shows downtown Sapulpa as it looked in 1929. 
(Designed and constructed by Pete Egan of Sapulpa) 

Native American Rooms (L 12-13) 
The Creek and Euchee tribes are well represented in our area, and this room is dedicated to those 

early settlers of our city.  Euchee clothing is shown under a backdrop of a stomp grounds camp.  A Creek 
turban, made by former Sapulpan Steve Poweshiek, is fashioned by folding the fabric.  No stitches were used. 

Josephine Bruner, daughter of local Creek leader Joseph Bruner, donated some of her personal Indian 
artifacts, and they are shown in this case. Joseph served as an interpreter during the early days when most 
Native Americans did not speak English. 

The two stones on the floor are called a metate, and they were used by the Native Americans to grind 
dried corn.  Also, the hollowed out wooden log is a sofke stump, where corn was cracked using a heavy pole. 

Displayed here is one of the 20 bridle bits that Buffalo Bill had made in Paris. Beaded items shown 
might have been made by Iroquois Indians.  One of the beaded items, a wall pocket used to store valuables, 
belonged to Kit Carson’s daughter. 

The Indian rug shown is designed with one imperfection, as some Indians believed there was only one 
perfect being—God.  Notice there are two arrows on the rug.  The stripes on the outside of the arrows 
represent the wind.  The imperfection in this rug is that the two arrows are going in different directions. 
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