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THE HISTORY OF SAPULPA OK 
 
Oklahoma—Land of the Red Man.  The town of Sapulpa was named after a prominent Creek Indian, and 
we got our beginnings in land called Indian Territory. 

By the Treaty of 1826, 1200 Creeks of Southeastern United States immigrated to the western lands 
assigned to their nation.  At first they settled mostly on the eastern side of Indian Territory.  About 1833 the 
Creeks began to move west along the Arkansas River.  Among them, from Osocheestown, Alabama was a 
young man whom we now fondly call ‘Chief’ Sapulpa. 

 

Sapulpa, (only one name) was born of full-blooded lower Creek parentage in the 
state of Alabama.  The exact date of his birth varies from 1812 to 1824. However, 
since Sapulpa gave his age as forty when he enlisted in the Confederate Army, it is 
assumed that he was born in 1824.  He was left an orphan when very young, and his 
father’s two brothers reared him and his three sisters. 

According to his daughter-in-law, Elizabeth, his name, Sapulpa, came about by 
accident.  He had only one name, she said, and that was ‘Sepulchre.’ In older times 
the Indians generally were given names to signify some event or happening.  The 
religious groups sought names from the Bible. 

Later when the Indian agents wrote the names of Indians, the names were 
written as the agents heard them.  When the Dawes Commission enrolled the 
Indians in order to allot them land, they wrote his name ‘Sul-bul-ber,’ and this 
evolved into ‘Sapulpa.’  (A copy of Sapulpa’s discharge from the Confederate Army 

lists his name as ‘Sus-pul-ber’).  Another theory is that if the accent was placed on the second syllable of 
‘Sepulcher,’ the name could have been pronounced ‘Se-pul-cher.’ 

Sapulpa was one of those indignant young braves constantly in conflict with government officers.  One 
story he told and which has been often repeated was of the time the soldiers were chasing him with dogs.   
Sapulpa came to a creek, which was in the undisputed control of a huge alligator.  He could not turn back, so 
he made a desperate jump over both the alligator and the creek.  The hounds and soldiers were not so 
fortunate in the confrontation with the alligator and gave up the chase.  So, as Sapulpa told his grandchildren, 
the native of the swamps saved the native of the woods from his enemies. 

Sapulpa was well educated, well traveled and had a knowledge of the white man’s language.  In St. 
Augustine, Florida, he made friends among the white people.  On his last trip to the city his white friends 
persuaded him to go with them to Charleston, South Carolina.  From there he continued by boat to New 
Orleans.  Knowing that many of his friends were living in the Creek Nation in Indian Territory, and not desiring 
to renew his trials with dogs and government officers, he decided to continue up the river to Fort Smith.  He 
arrived in the Creek Nation some time after the Indian migration of 1836. 

One account tells us that Sapulpa and Ispocogee, being leaders of one of the 77 tribal towns in Alabama, 
left the council fires in Ocmulkee (now Okmulgee) and started council fires three miles south of what is now 
Sapulpa town. 

His Indian instincts showed him specific reasons for stopping here.  The town site is like the bottom of a 
huge saucer with low hills making the rim.  He reasoned that the surrounding hills would keep the place safe 
from tornados, and they did until the 1940s when one struck the southwest corner of town and again in the 
1950s when one struck North Heights Hill, which is really on the rim of the saucer. 

This reason might have been only speculation on the part of his descendents, but the next reason is valid.  
Plenty of water is needed for a settlement, as well as plentiful grazing for livestock.  The grass in the bowl of 
the saucer was as high as a horse’s back and ground was fertile in the valleys for farming.  He settled first 
overlooking the confluence of Polecat and Rock creeks. 

Around 1850, Sapulpa opened a store in connection with a blacksmith shop at his home.  He sold coffee, 
sugar, tobacco, dry goods, flour spices and other articles too numerous to mention.  He had to haul his goods 
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in by team and pack horses from Fort Smith and the Old Agency, located about eight miles northwest of 
Muskogee. 

When the Civil War broke out, Sapulpa lent $1,000 in gold to the Confederate cause.  He joined the Creek 
Regiment of the Confederate Army, in which he rose to the rank of first lieutenant.  Family history has it that he 
stayed in the Army until after the Battle of Elk Creek near Checotah, Oklahoma, where he was wounded.  His 
discharge states that he, Sus-Pul-Ber, born in the old Creek Nation in the state of Alabama, age 40 years, five 
feet eight inches high, dark complexion, black eyes, black hair, and a farmer by occupation, was enlisted on 
April 1, 1863.  He was discharged July 1, 1864. 

After returning to this area following his discharge, Sapulpa moved his home one-half mile up the hill from 
its former location.  His first home was burned during the Civil War. 

In 1872 he established another store, larger than the former one.  This store was also near the cattle trail 
that cut across from the Chisholm Trail to Eastern Kansas shipping points.  This time he bought and hauled his 
merchandise from Coffeyville, Kansas; but again, difficulty of transporting the goods caused him to close out. 

Sapulpa devoted his later years in life to his large ranch, sited ten miles south of Sapulpa. 
Sapulpa was married three times.  His first wife was Tenofe.  They had no children.  His second wife, Na-

Kitty, bore him seven children:  James, Hannah, John, Sarah, Lucy, and two whose names are unknown.  By 
his third wife, Cho-pok-sa (English name Mary) he had Moses, Yarna, Samuel, William, Rhoda, Rebecca and 
Nicey. 

‘Chief,’ as he was called, though he was never a chief, lived about a year after the coming of the railroad.  
He died March 17, 1887, and is buried in the Sapulpa family cemetery located in the 1000 block of South 
Division in Sapulpa.  The Nancy Green Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution maintains this 
cemetery. 

Elizabeth Barnett married James (Jim) Sapulpa. They had one child who died very young, but they raised 
ten Creek children whose parents had died.  They formally adopted two of them— Susanna and Joe 
McCombs. 

After Elizabeth and James were married, they lived in a log cabin at the foot of West Burnham Street. 
Elizabeth was converted to Methodism early and devoted her life to home missions work.  In 1894 she opened 
the doors of her double log cabin to all her friends for worship. 

Later Elizabeth sold 30 acres of her tribal allotment.  With the funds received from this sale, in 1907 she 
built a small white church located at 1700 S. Hickory.  This church was known as Rock Creek Indian Methodist 
Church.  It was destroyed by arson in 1981. 

In the 1880s, along the Polecat and Rock Creek bottoms south of the town of Sapulpa, a Mr. Wells started 
a big walnut logging business.  The Indians were paid about $1.00 apiece for the trees, and some of them 
were six feet in diameter.  Mr. Wells had the logs hauled to the point where the city of Sapulpa now stands. 

The Atlantic & Pacific Railroad extended its line from Red Fork into Sapulpa to haul off the walnut logs.  
The timber was shipped all over the eastern part of the United States and to foreign countries.  In 1886 the first 
passenger train came to our town.  At the invitation of the Frisco officials (Frisco had taken over operations of 
the A&P Railroad), William Sapulpa took his father to Tulsa to ride on the first passenger train into Sapulpa.  
Chief Sapulpa had befriended the railroad workers, and this was an honor bestowed upon him by the railroad 
company. 

To be continued. 
 
 

THE HISTORY OF OUR MUSEUM BUILDING 
 

Sapulpa Historical Society Newsletter (Feature story from 2009) 
 

GLEANED FROM OUR FILES 
 

We are happy to have a historic building as the home of our museum.  It has quite a 

history.  Below is copied one of the “Museum Musings” articles that was written in 1983 by one 
of our founders, Virginia Lane. 

The old “Y” building has been going through quite a change lately – the latest in the 73 
years since real estate man, Thomas Wills, built her. 

For a day or two in 1911 she was being considered by the county commissioners for a 

court house and jail, the one on West Dewey having been condemned.  The agreement was a 



$300 a month for a term of three years, the owner “being required to make needed changes for 
the convenience of the offices to occupy same.” 

However, the next day the commissioners said that it was impossible to place jail cells in 
the Wills Building, so the proposition was dropped. 

In 1916 the second floor was the Lee Hotel, 106-1/2 East Lee, and C.A. Stephenson had 
his photography shop.  At 104, AM Phillips and Lew L. Wilder were plumbers and Alfred 
VonGonten had a produce store.  Across the alley east, S.N. Terry had a blacksmith shop. 

In 1918 the Exide Battery Station, run by G.G. Guthrie and R.D. Purcell, was at 100 E. 
Lee.  Lew Wilder was still a plumber at 104, but Isaac Toporosky’s tailor shop had taken over the 

produce store.  Another tailor, John Mach, was in the same building. 
Eva Frazier now ran the Lee Hotel, and the top floor was the Davis School of Dancing run 

by OT Johnson. 

In 1920, Isaac T. Babb took over proprietorship of the hotel while working at the 
Schramm glass plant.  At 104, W.A. Moyer headed the Moyer Sanitary Plumbing Co., and at 110 

the Marler Brothers had taken over the tailor shop.  Toporosky had moved a block east.  On the 
top floor the Sapulpa Business College was established and stayed for over ten years. 

That top floor had other memories.  Many dances were held there and Carl Morris (local 

boxer) trained there at one time. 
Meanwhile, on September 10, 1920, about 200 women and girls met at the library 

basement to organize the YWCA and contracted for rental of the lower floor meeting room for 
$600 a year. 

On January 14, 1921, director John G. Ellinghausen brought up the idea of a building and 
a place for working girls to live.  Director H.A. McCauley said that the Wills building was up for 
sale for $18,000. 

By April 1921, $10,000 had been paid on the Wills Building and various clubs had pledged 
furnishings for the rooms. 

In January 1922, the Wills Building became the YWCA Building. 
Things rocked along for a few years, and the YWCA board wished to disband.  The rooms 

upstairs were not rented, and the top floor was closed off.  The facilities were used only by some 

of the local civic clubs for their noon luncheons.  The “Y” board had a problem – the building 
could only be turned over to another non-profit organization.  What better than to give it to the 

Sapulpa Historical Society, which was endeavoring to succeed in its mission.  But look what we 
inherited: a very run-down building, broken windows, bad plumbing, bad wiring and rooms that 
had not been kept up since the 1920s. 

Fast forward to the year 2009.  Our building now houses one of the finest local History 
Museums in the state of Oklahoma.  It is run entirely by volunteers, and each year they spend 

thousands of hours providing a glimpse of Sapulpa’s past to our visitors. 
 

 

Sapulpa Historical Museum 
100 E. Lee 



SAPULPA HISTORICAL MUSEUM AT 100 E. LEE 
 

FIRST FLOOR EXHIBITS 
 

First Room – F1 
 

Chief Sapulpa Photo: Our town is named for a full-blooded Creek Native American whom we 
respectfully call Chief Sapulpa.  He was never chief of the tribe (this was a nickname given to him). 

 

The Evans & Clark Livery Stable existed in Sapulpa prior to 1900.  At this time, everyone rode 
horses, so there needed to be convenient places to room and board these means of transportation.  The 
Evans & Clark Livery Stable had growing pains, and you will notice the building was cut in two to make it 
larger. 

Near the livery stable is a cast iron horse-watering trough that was located in downtown Sapulpa in the 
late 1880s.  Mabel Bassett, who later became Oklahoma’s Commissioner of Charities and Corrections, worked 
in Sapulpa as its humane officer.  Her duties were to see that all horses coming to town or leaving had a cool, 
refreshing drink of water. 
 

Orie Young Barber Shop was a stop-off for men coming to town for business and/or entertainment.  
Shave and a haircut…two bits. 
 

The Sheriff’s Office contains a jail cell, sporting an original cot and bars from an early day Sapulpa jail.  
From its meager furnishings you can only imagine what time spent here would do to your disposition. 
 

Vintage Toys: Who says you are only young once?  Maybe once upon at time… 

(Before the invention of plastic most toys were made of wood & metal) 
 

The Egan Brothers General Mercantile Store was opened in 1894 by two brothers who came to this 
area from Iowa.  General stores sold everything that you could possibly need, such as groceries, drugs, dry 
goods, tools and millinery. It also provided a comfortable spot for local men to gather and play a game of 
checkers and drink coffee. 
 

Our Gift Shop has locally written books and other items for sale.  The YWCA used the large display 
furniture when it occupied our building from 1920 to the late 1970s. 
 

The Reception Desk was original to our Sapulpa Public Library when it was built in 1917 as a 
Carnegie library. 
 
Second Room – F2 
 

This display honors our Sapulpa Schools.  There are a number of photos of long- gone school 
buildings that were the original structures in our city.  The lighting fixtures came from our high school building 
that was razed in 1969.  Also on display are copies of old school yearbooks dating back to around 1916.  
Sapulpa High School Mural. 
 

In 1894 a school, Euchee Mission Boarding School, was built here to educate young Native 
American children who were being denied an education due to living in remote areas.  When it closed in 1947, 
thousands of these children had been educated from the first through the eighth grades. 
 

A diorama, created by Sapulpan Pete Egan, shows visitors how the Frisco Railroad’s division point 
looked here in the early 1900s.  Included are the round house, the turntable, and a water tower. Beneath the 
diorama are large sandstones etched by noted criminals Jesse James and Bob Dalton.  These stones, 
evidently left as calling cards by the desperadoes, were found near Sapulpa. 
 

Sapulpa Railroad Depot and Harvey House Mural 
 

Our Gazebo is used to showcase temporary exhibits honoring some of our long-time citizens, both 
living and deceased.  
 



 
Third Room – F3 
 

Two large display cases filled with needle-work are an ideal background for our Quilt Collection and 
Sewing Room 
 

Contrasted in this room are two Kitchens representing the early 1900s and the 1930s. 
The black wood cook stove belonged to Elizabeth Sapulpa, who ran a restaurant in the early days of our town.   
A Hoosier-style cabinet housed all the dishes and cooking equipment that a home would need. 
 

The 1930s Kitchen contains a Magic Chef range and one of the first Frigidaire electric refrigerators.  
The milk bottle seen on the kitchen table was made by Liberty Glass Company in Sapulpa. 
 

An early-day Telephone Booth came from the Minerva Chapman Drug Store in Kiefer, and no doubt 
its walls heard many an oilman tell his associates in a far city that they had just completed another gusher 
following the Glenn Pool oil strike in 1905.  
 

Elizabeth Sapulpa, daughter-in-law of Chief Sapulpa, donated part of her land allotment and gave funds 
to build the Rock Creek Indian Church, which stood from 1908 until vandals burned it in 1981.  Also in this 
exhibit are pulpit furniture from the church and photographs of some of Sapulpa’s earliest churches.  
 

This Photographic Humanities Collection was put together by Sapulpa Arts and donated to the 
Historical Museum.  Part of the wall contains photographs of Native Americans, and the other half shows the 
African-American community.   
 

One of the bottles in this small case was dug up when a downtown sidewalk was replaced.  It had a 
spring-loaded stopper that went “pop” when opened—hence the name “pop” for our sodas.  It was made for 
Sapulpa Bottling Works, Indian Territory. 
 

Dago Pearce, an African American, ran Dago’s Shine Parlor on South Main for many years.  This 
exhibit includes his shoeshine stand and photographs of Dago with some of his long-time customers.  His 
shine parlor was an excellent place to hear of local happenings. 

 

The One-room School contains a desk original to the Euchee Mission Boarding School. 
Several classes would be taught in one room, and for many years students used Big Chief tablets and penny 
pencils.   
 

The Cut-glass Collection shows the artistry of Sapulpan Dewey Murphy, who was noted for his 
excellent designs.  Some of his patterns included daisy, wheat, and floral blossoms. 
 
Foyer 

We have wicker furniture that was used when the YWCA occupied this building.   A settee came from 
the home of Judge Lytle, which was built in the early part of the 1900s.  The picture over the fireplace was 
done by Annie Garber, a sister of long-time Sapulpa teachers Jennie and Olive Garber.  The Garber family 
came to Sapulpa when their brother became superintendent of Euchee Mission Boarding School in the early 
1900s. 

Vases on the mantle belonged to Malvina Stephenson, a noted Washington D. C. journalist who grew 
up in Sapulpa. 

A small writing desk holds a portable secretary, which ladies of the time used for writing their personal 
correspondence. 

 In next month’s OUR HERITAGE Newsletter we will feature the Museum Second Floor Exhibits. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

“SAPULPA, OK: THE GREATEST CITY IN THE KNOWN WORLD”, Volume 2;  written by noted local 

historian, Peter Egan is still available. This book is hard cover, 300+ pages and contains photos and many little-known facts about 

Sapulpa.  It covers a period from 1920 through 1960.  (We also have Volume 1.) 

Please, mail your check today for $35.00 (plus $5 for mailing) to purchase a copy of Pete’s book to: Sapulpa Historical 

Society at 100 E. Lee, Sapulpa, OK 74066. For more information call the Museum at 918-224-4871. 



 

     

 

MUSEUM UP-TO-DATE by Mike Jeffries, Volunteer Director of Sapulpa Historical Museum 

I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season. During December we participated in the 

Christmas Parade with our three autos and hosted the Danny Beck Christmas Party on the 8th, held a 

volunteer appreciation luncheon on the 12
th

, were visited by Discover Oklahoma on the 13
th

, took step 2 

toward converting the building at 124 into a Fire Museum, put a new sign up for Midtown Storage on 

Park Street, and painted the ghost signs for Seaman-Packard and Gibson Lumber Companies on Lee 

Street. 

We had 154 visitors in December, most of them local but we did have a few from the Edmond 

and El Reno area.  We also had over 400 hours of volunteer hours this month.  We are very glad to have 

our new volunteer Harold Misner.  We also want to welcome two new board members, Carolyn Bartlett 

and Cookie Jobe as well as our new Foundation Trustees David Main and Rick Engleman. Shanna, our 

office assistant, is still out but we hope she will be able to return shortly after the first of the year. 

2012 was a very good year for the museum with many projects completed and a few more 

started. We completed the lighting project, changed a couple of rooms and added another display room, 

redecorated Saunder’s Hall, painted and repaired wiring at 124 ½ E. Lee and tore out the old and 

dangerous wiring from 124 E. Lee, and now have begun the planning and execution of the Sapulpa Fire 

Museum at that location. Our hope is to have the grand opening by late March or early April. All of this 

cannot happen without the effort of the wonderful volunteers, the generosity of the donors, and good 

planning by the Board of Directors. 

It is our hope for 2013 to open the Fire Museum, update our by-laws, grow our volunteer 

participation, improve our visibility, add many pictures throughout the museum, increase the number of 

visitors, create more opportunities to work with schools and community organizations, and to have a lot 

of fun while we are doing it.  We still have some of Pete Egan’s books, both Volumes 1 and 2, though 

we sold quite a few for Christmas gifts. I hope you will find time this year to visit the museum, find 

some time to volunteer, buy a book, or make a donation to help us in our efforts to make the Sapulpa 

Historical Museum the best it can be. 

 

Work in Progress:  Signs are 

being painted along Lee Street.  

This building will soon display 

SHS Sapulpa Fire Museum 

Discover OK (AAA) TV 

filming for a feature story at 

Sapulpa Historical Museum. 


